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The Four Mile Tree P lan ta t ion  House i s  a  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  one-and-one- 
h a l f - s t o r i e s  wi th  hip-on-gambrel roo f ,  pedimented dormers and four  
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The b r i c k  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond above the  
beveled w a t e r t a b l e  raith English bond below. The e n t i r e  b r i c k  su r face  
was s tuccoed and scored i n  i m i t a t i o n  a s h l a r  i n  the  n ine teen th  century  
but  t h e  s tucco  has  d e t e r i o r a t e d  on po r t ions  of the  facade and f a l l e n  
o f f .  A l l  openings on t h e  f ive-bay facade,  except  f o r  t h e  c e n t r a l  
entranceway, were a l t e r e d  i n  the  l a t e  n ine teen th  century  o r  e a r l y  
twent ie th  century  and have two-over-two sash;  t h e  entranceway, s h e l t e r e  
by a  n ine teenth-century  Roman Ionic  porch, c o n s i s t s  of a  transom over 
three-paneled double doors ,  the top panel of each being s c r o l l e d .  A 
modillioned co rn ice  i s  used on the  eaves. A stuccoed b r i c k  wing was 
added on t h e  e a s t .  Remaining outbui ld ings  inc lude  a  one-story frame 
q u a r t e r s  whose two chimneys each c o n s i s t s  of twin s t a c k s  s e t  a t  ang le s ;  
t h e  bu i ld ing  seems t o  d a t e  from the'mid-nineteenth-century r e v i v a l  per j  

Four Mile Tree ' s  o l d e s t  i n t e r i o r  woodwork is i n  the c e n t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l  
where t h e  turned ba lus t r ad ing  on the  s t a i r ,  the  heavy hand r a i l  and 
the  high dado p lace  t h e  d a t e  i n  the  f i r s t  h a l f  of  the  e igh teen th  
century .  The southwest room, which probably d a t e s  from the e a r l y  
n ine teen th  century ,  has two framed niches f l ank ing  a  simple mantel and 
overmantel topped by a n  a r c h i t r a v e ,  f r i e z e  and co rn ice ;  only the  
corn ice  and a paneled dado ornament the  o t h e r  w a l l s  of the  room. The 
remaining rooms have mantels which seem t o  d a t e  from the  f i r s t  h a l f  
of the  n ine teen th  century  but  only i n  the  sou theas t e rn  room is  t h e r e  
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The house a t  Four Mile Tree i s  loca ted  on a  b l u f f ,  high above the James 
River ac ross  from Jamestown Is land .  The s i t e  is  r e l a t i v e l y  uneven, t h e  
r o o f l i n e  informal ,  t h e  room designs va r i ed .  Such f e a t u r e s ,  toge ther  wi th  
a  somewhat d e t e r i o r a t e d  s tucco  s u r f a c e ,  lend a  p ic turesque  and romantic 
q u a l i t y  t o  t h i s  e ighteenth-century  bu i ld ing ,  c r e a t i n g  a n  atmosphere not  unl:.ke 
the  Revival s t y l e s  of the next  century.  Thomas T. Waterman saw i n  Four 
Mile Tree a n  outs tanding  example o f  those e ighteenth-century  s t r u c t u r e s  
" tha t  a r e  the  work of master bu i lde r s  i n  which t h e  corvec t  d e t a i l  of  Englis t  
handboolcs is app l i ed  t o  pure ly  t r a d i t i o n a l  bui ld ings" .  The r e s u l t i n g  
s y n t h e s i s ,  he continued,  "is a  number of e x c e l l e n t  houses t h a t  have more 
n a t i v e  q u a l i t y  than formal des igns ,  and i n  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  c o n s t i t u t e  
a  group of charm and l i v a b i l i t y " .  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S l l i N I F I C A N C E  

Four Xi l e  Tree is a  succesor  t o  two of the  e a r l i e s t  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  
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I 
Virg in ia  ("Burrow's H i l l "  and "Pace's Paines").  It is "ancient" i n  i t s  
own r i g h t  having been founded i n h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  seventeenth century ;  

m i t s  g r a v e - s i t e  con ta ins  the  o l d e s t  l e g i b l e  tombstone i n  Virg in ia  (1650). 
2 Pour Mile Tree was the  s e a t  of the  Brownes, a  leading  Surry family,  from 

O I the  Reign of Charles  I u n t i l  the  death of t h e i r  l a s t  male h e i r  i n  1799. - 
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The p l a n t a t i o n ,  named f o r  i t s  d i s t a n c e  from Jamestown, was one of  Surry 
County's more prosperous; i t s  owners served a s  viewers of tobacco and 
had Negro s e r v a n t s  from a n  e a r l y  period.  The Brownes were r egu la r ly  
J u s t i c e s  of the County Court throughout the  c o l o n i a l  period.  

Several  members of the  family served on the   overn nor's Council o r  i n  t h e  
House of Burgesses dur ing  the  seventeenth century .  During the  War f o r  
Independence, W i l l i a m  Browrrwas a  member of the Surry Committee of Safety 
and Lieutenant  Colonel of  M i l i t i a .  H i s  son, the  l a s t  of h i s  name t o  be 
Has ter  of Four Mile Tree, was a  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  the  revolu t ionary  m i l i t i a .  
The B r i t i s h  sacked the p l an ta t ion  dur ing  the  War of 1812 according t o  the  
then Colonel of county m i l i t i a .  I n  1815 the  p l a n t a t i o n  passed t o  

W 
William Brow-, Jr . 's  granddaughter,  Sa l ly  El izabeth  Bowdoin, and her  

i husband, General P h i l i p  S t .  George Cocke. 
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